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Tom Mascaro        Tony Mascaro
(1915 – 1997)                      (1912-1989) 

Started West Point Products in 1932 to 
sell topdressing soil to Golf Courses.



In 1940’s Tom Mascaro he started manufacturing 
and selling equipment and tools through West 

Point Products Corp.



Tifton 1947

2nd Annual SE Conference – Tifton Field Day
My fathers first turfgrass trade show 1946 - Tifton



Dr. Glenn Burton 
1966 - Tifton



1955 Tom Mascaro invented the 
Verti-Cut



Verti-Cut 1955 
One of the main things it could eliminate grain on the 
new Bermudagrasses greens being introduced by the 

University of GA and Dr. Burton



Tifton 1951 – West Point 
Products Equipment Display



Tifton 1987  
Turf-Tec 

International 
Display

My first trade 
show!!



A lot of people know me for writing “John Mascaro’s 
Photo Quiz” article in GCM Magazine (GCSAA)



I also publish the “John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz” 
article in SportsTurf Magazine (STMA)



Tom Mascaro’s Photo Quiz appeared in GCSAA’s 
Magazine for 21 years starting in 1961





In September 
2001, GCSAA 

celebrated 
their 75th

Anniversary 



John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz

Comes Alive!
Since September, 2002

That’s 15+ years!



Its in every monthly issue of 
Golf Course Management 

Magazine



John Mascaro’s Photo Quiz
Since January 2006

That’s 12 years!



That’s’ over 500 photographs 
in GCM and SportsTurf!
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How do you select a photo for 
the photo quiz?
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First look for what is wrong in 
this photo…



Guesses??



Mr. Tibbetts was close … 
it’s actually dog spots



Want to be in the photo quiz?
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Here is a step by step method…



1) Keep a sharp eye out for anything unusual…



2) Always have a camera ready…



3) Be ready to take a photo in an instant 
…



Because in this business you either have 
seen or are going to see all sort of strange 

and unusual things…



Photo courtesy of Tim Legare, CFSM at the City of Callaway, Callaway, FL

Fairy ring



Inexperienced painters



Sleepy 
Crew



Sleepy crew damage



Very sleepy crew damage

Apr 2014



* Photo courtesy of Paul Sutter, Superintendent Emerson G.C., 
Emerson, NJ. (Dec 04 GCM Issue)

I rely on YOU for the pictures in 
the photo quiz!



• Issue: June 2016
• Turfgrass Area: Golf Green
• Grass: Bentgrass / Poa Annua mix
• Location: Sicily, Italy
• Problem: Black material on green



Volcanic ash from Mount Etna

Photo courtesy of Salvatore Leonardi, President of Picciolo Golf Club 
(Sicily-Italy), submitted by Alessandro De Luca, Green Section of Italian 

Golf Federation 24-year member of GCSAA.

Hint



• Issue: April 2008
• Turfgrass Area: Baseball Field
• Location: Location withheld
• Grass Variety: Bluegrass / Ryegrass 

Mix
• Problem: Hot mound



Apr 2008Photo submitted anomalously

Non-recommended mound drying technique 



Here is another example of non-recommended 
baseline drying techniques 



Broken 
Irrigation 

lines



Hobby Airplane Crashes
Photo courtesy of Tim Legare, CFSM at the City of Callaway, Callaway, Florida.



• Issue: October 2003
• Turfgrass Area: 10th Fairway
• Location: Plantation, FL.
• Problem: Soil exposed





Answer: Airplane Crash...
*Thanks to Bob Mursell, Superintendent at Jacaranda Golf Club and John Mack, 

Assistant Superintendent for allowing me to take these photographs.



*Thanks to Bob Mursell, Superintendent at Jacaranda Golf Club and 
John Mack, Assistant Superintendent for allowing me to take these 

photographs.



Hydraulic leaks



People that wish they had riding mowers



People that wish they had 5 gang mowers




