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What is Extension???



There is often an antiquated view 
of Extension and what it can 
offer…
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For over 100 years, UGA 
Extension has…

• brought University knowledge 
to the public

• taught life skills and lessons to 
young people

• brought the latest agricultural 
research and education from 
land-grand universities to 
farmers and businesses

• impacted homes and families 
with resources from land-grant 
universities on how to live a 
better life



History: The first 100 years

1914: Smith-Lever Act 
creates Cooperative 

Extension Service 

1919: Coastal 
Plain Experiment 
Station opens in 

Tifton

2014: Extension 
celebrates 100 
years of service 

1938: Soil testing 
begins at the 

Georgia Experiment 
Station 

1949: Mobile soil 
testing begins 

across the state

1969: Rural 
Development 

Center opens in 
Tifton



Our mission is to extend 
lifelong learning to Georgia 
citizens through unbiased, 

research-based education in 
agriculture, the environment, 

communities, youth and 
families.



Program Areas

4-H Youth Development

Agriculture and Natural 
Resources

Family and Consumer 
Sciences





ANR Programs

UGA Extension plays a key role in the success of Georgia 
agriculture by making recommendations for homeowners 

and farmers based on university research.

• Homeowners: lawn care, landscaping, gardening, and 
water conservation 

• Farmers: soil fertility, pest management, plant and 
crop varieties, water quality, and herd health and 
management 

• Schools: community gardens and farm-to-school 
programs. 

• Community: Georgia Master Gardeners



Impact of UGA Extension on 
Georgia Agriculture

Georgia has a 
$74 billion 
agriculture 
industry!

• ANR agents help large- and 
small-scale farmers.

• They compile an annual report 
of total production (farm gate 
value) from producers. 

• Total market value reached 
nearly $14 billion in 2015 with a 
total economic contribution to 
the state that totals $74 billion.



Impact: Direct savings to 
farmers and agribusinesses 

• Variety testing: Crop trials help 
make educated, location-specific 
variety selections. Increased yield 
values are nearly $250 
million annually.

• Peanut harvest timing: UGA 
faculty evaluated more than 75 percent 
of Georgia’s peanut acreage and 
helped growers harvest an extra 173 
million pounds of peanuts worth $35 
million.

• Battling devastating weeds: UGA 
management efforts help farmers 
reduce input costs, saving them 
about $24 million annually.
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Impact: Diagnostic Test 
Results

AES Labs provide 
objective 
analytical services 
using the latest 
technology and 
methods.

Soils – 66,017

Manures – 1,449

Waters – 9,836

Plants – 4,748

Feed and Forages – 8,578

Microbiology – 3,134

Other – 2,065

TOTAL: 95,827

These services, combined with unbiased 
interpretations and recommendations, 

contribute to improved agricultural and 
environmental sectors. 



What we do

• programs and workshops

• field days

• blogs, newsletters and 
mass media

• phone call and in-person 
consultations

• print and online 
publications

Provide free, reliable, research-based 
information based on latest the scientific research 
in language that anyone can understand.



What we do

• farms, businesses and homes conducting on-site visits 
upon request

• local and statewide events giving presentations and 
answering questions

• schools conducting 4-H club meetings and working in 
teaching gardens.

Offer many personalized services (workshops, 
classes, consultation, certifications, camps and 
educator resources). 



What we do

• Beef

• Blueberries

• Commercial & Home Food 
Safety

• Infant, Child & Teen 
Development

• Lawn & Garden 
Ornamentals

Provide information for teachers, home owners, 
lawn care workers, and families.



Who betters knows how to help than 
someone close by? 

UGA Extension has personnel in all 
159 Georgia counties, and our team of 

agents, specialists, and trained 
volunteers are there to take your call.



Find your County Extension Office

http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html



UGA Extension Turfgrass Website 

http://extension.uga.edu/topic-areas/field-crop-forage-turfgrass-
production/turfgrass.html



UGA Extension Turfgrass Website 
Excellent resource for learning more about programs/services, finding Extension 

publications, timely news articles, and more!



Impact of 
Extension on 
Turfgrass

Team of UGA 
scientists and 
Extension specialists 
support the turfgrass 
industry.

Turfgrass has more 
than a $1 billion 
impact on Georgia's 
economy annually!



Turfgrass Extension Programs
• Georgia Certified Landscape Professional: For managers and 

technicians in both the landscape installation and maintenance 
businesses.

• Landscape Worker Safety Training: A three-part online training 
covering general precautions, equipment safety and pesticide safety.

• Pesticide Safety Education Program: Topics include pest 
identification, storage and disposal, pesticide drift and runoff 
prevention, water quality protection, and food safety.

• Production Meetings: Updates on local issues for growers and 
producers.

• Sports Turfgrass Management Certificate: Up-to-date turfgrass 
management practices for the sports field industry.

• SuperCrew Training Series: Self-paced series on turfgrass 
installation, ornamentals planting and pruning, pesticide safety, and 
more.



Turfgrass Extension Services 
• Lab Testing and Analysis Services: Testing for soil, plant tissue, 

water quality, animal waste, feeds and forages, pesticides, and much 
more!

• On-Site and Telephone Consultation: Available in many county 
offices for ag producers.
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I’m a homeowner. 

How can UGA Extension 
help me?



Can you help me identify 
this weed?

Agents can help you identify problem 
weeds in your yard and help develop an 
IPM plan.



I own a sod farm. 

How can UGA Extension 
help me?



Am I putting out enough 
fertilizer?

Extension 
Agents can 
help you collect 
and submit soil 
samples, 
understand the 
analysis, and 
fine-tune your 
soil fertility 
program. 



State Turfgrass Extension Specialist: 
Dr. Clint Waltz

Tift County ANR Agent and County 
Coordinator: Scott Carlson


