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Centipedegrass Breeding 

Centipedegrass Cultivars  
• Common 
• ‘Oklawn’
• ‘TifBlair’
• ‘Centennial’ 
• ‘TennTurf’

Released from UGA-
USDA-ARS in 1997 



Centipedegrass
Eremochloa ophiuroides  

• Low maintenance requirements

• Grows well in poor soils 

• Few serious pest problems 

• Stoloniferous
• Coarse texture
• Medium green  
• Diploid (2n = 18)   



Centipedegrass
Eremochloa ophiuroides  

• Stoloniferous
• Coarse texture
• Medium green  
• Diploid (2n = 18)   

• Susceptible to winter kill

• Sensitive to alkaline soils 

• Little genetic variation  



Centipedegrass –Center of Origin 

• Frank N. Meyer – USDA 
Agricultural Explorer

Center of Origin –Southeast China
and Taiwan 



Centipedegrass in U.S. 

• Grows well in sandy and 
acidic soils of the 
Southeast

• Expansion is limited due 
to severe iron 
deficiencies it develops 
in alkaline soils 



Centipedegrass –Research Objectives 

In general, centipedegrass does not 
appear to have a large amount 
morphological variation. However, if 
individual plants are space-planted, one 
can observe some variation for 
internode length as well as leaf 
characteristics (Hanna and Liu, 2003) 



Centipedegrass – Field Plan 



Centipedegrass –Results 



Centipedegrass Hybrids
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Improving Putting Greens



UGA Tifton Campus

Putting Green Trial – September 2017



Putting Green Trial – December 2017

UGA Tifton Campus



• TPC Sawgrass during March 2018

• TifEagle
• Sunday
• Imperial
• G12
• 12-TG-101

• M-85 (Primo)
• M-60 (Prizm)
• DALZ1308 (Tambika)




