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UGA Injury Study

Objective: Evaluate if within-field variability 
influences ground-derived injuries

• 2 year study (1.5 complete):

– UGA Competitive (Club) Sports –

rugby and ultimate frisbee teams

Club Sports (10) Rec Sports (17)Hot Spot Analysis

Measured properties:
Soil moisture
Turfgrass quality (NDVI)
Surface hardness
Turfgrass shear strength

Results: Hot Spot Analysis Turfgrass Quality

Club Sports:

Aug. – Sept. 2015

10/10 injuries in hot/cold spot



Management Implications

• Manage/mitigate variability
o Site-specific management?

• Build relationships with those that use your fields
o Set playing standards and requirements

• Do not be afraid of new technology!
o Powerful tool for leverage Chase Straw

University of Georgia
cmstra4@uga.edu

Questions?


