
Dallisgrass Control: Everything 
but the Kitchen Sink

G. Henry, K. Tucker, C. Johnston, R. 
Grubbs, and C. Straw

University of Georgia, Athens, GA





Mowing to Reduce Weed Colonization

• Mowing depletes carbohydrate reserves 
through biomass reduction

Bahiagrass & 

Dallisgrass

Mowing Heights (in.)

0.5, 2, 3, and       

non-mowed



“Mowing height and frequency had a 
greater impact on bahiagrass growth and 
reproduction then dallisgrass.”



Mowing to Reduce Weed Colonization
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Effect of Soil Moisture

• Dallisgrass, 
bahiagrass, and each 
in competition with 
bermudagrass

• Sand and sandy loam 
soil types

• Monitored 
vegetative growth 
and survival



“Dallisgrass may be more competitive with 
bermudagrass when soil moisture is high, while 
bahiagrass may be more competitive when soil 
moisture is low.”



Paspalum spp. Response to Soil Moisture
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Chemical Control



Tribute Total – 60.5 WDG

• Company – Bayer CropScience

• Active Ingredients:
• Thiencarbazone

• Foramsulfuron

• Halosulfuron

• Postemergence activity

• Bermudagrass and zoysiagrass tolerance



Evaluate rates and timings of Tribute Total

Rates – 2 or 3.2 oz/A
Application timings – Sept., Oct., or Sept. fb Oct.

+ MSO – 0.5% v/v and AMS – 2% w/v



Dallisgrass Control – 37 WAIT
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Tribute Total – 3.2 oz/A – Sept

37 WAIT



Tribute Total – 3.2 oz/A - Oct

37 WAIT



3 Years After Application



Dallisgrass Control

• Current Tribute Total program employs late 
summer and/or fall applications

• Is spring or summer control still feasible?

• Enhancing herbicide translocation may be 
key!





Herbicide Absorption Barriers

• Leaf cuticle



Verticutting – Paspalum spp.

• Dallisgrass and 
bahiagrass

• Verticutting treatments

– No verticut

– Verticut 1x

– Verticut 2x

– Verticut 3x

• Examine lateral spread



Verticutting - Dallisgrass



Dallisgrass Control

• Location: Pine Hills GC, 
Winder, GA

• Trial site moved 48 hrs
before study initiation

• Half the site was verticut
two directions – 1 in. depth

• Entire area was raked of 
debris



Dallisgrass Control

• Initial app. – June 14, 2013

• Sequential app. – Aug. 28, 2013

• Herbicide treatments (app. to verticut and 
non-verticut):

– Tribute Total – 3.2 oz/A

– Celsius – 3.6 oz/A + Revolver – 64 fl oz/A

– MSMA – 44 fl oz/A

– Certainty – 1.25 oz/A + MSMA – 44 fl oz/A 



Dallisgrass Control – 8 WAIT
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Late Fall



Dallisgrass Control

• Non-selective Herbicides 

– Glyphosate (Roundup Pro)

• Applications prior to dallisgrass dormancy 
and after bermudagrass dormancy



Dormancy Determination

• Monitor CO2 flux of 
hybrid bermudagrass, 
dallisgrass, and bare 
soil in close proximity

• Four locations 

• 2 golf courses

• Similar environments 



Dormancy Determination





CDD – Target POST Apps. 

• 5 to 125 CDD71.5 F

• Treatments:

– Drive XLR8

– MSMA

– Roundup PRO

– Tribute Total



Dallisgrass Control
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Questions?

E-mail: 
gmhenry@uga.edu

Office #: 706-542-0898

@UGATurfgrass

turf.uga.edu


