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Why the ‘Grass Roots’ Initiative?

Turf industry promotion — highlight benefits of turfgrass
and grasses in general!

Non-profit/government partnership between

National Turfgrass Federation (NTF) & USDA, ARS
U.S. National Arboretum in Wash., DC

Located at a prominent
federal facility
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446 acre research & education facility
500,000+ visitors annually
Many famous plant collections
National Bonsai & Penjing Museum
National Herb Garden
Major clientele — garden writers,
garden clubs, native plant societies,
landscape architects
Can accept gifts directly & host events
Newly renovated Visitor Center



GRASS IS GOOD!




What is the ‘Grass Roots’ Initiative?

A four-year project to show benefits of
turfgrass and its important role in the
landscape.

 Target audience:

— General public  Fas A
— Garden clubs, garden writers : | p
— Landscape designers J L L] | “\“,

— People who would
not normally think about turf
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GRASS ROOTS INITIATIVE

Most important and visible
component is the:

Outdoor
interactive
exhibit
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WEBSITE

Online now
http://www.usna.usda.gov/Education/turfgrass.html

The Grass Roots Initiative:
A Science-Based Focus on Turfgrass

Turfgrass has a major impact on our quality of life. The U.S.
National Arboretum’'s Grass Roots Initiative is a four-year,
in-depth look at the science behind this familiar, but often
misunderstood, landscape plant.

USDA - Roots in Grass - Myths and Facts - the Truth
Research s | about Turfgrass
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PROGRAMS, DEMOS, SYMPOSIA




NATIONAL GREENSCAPE CORRIDOR

Arlington National Cemetery —“Service” & &= U.S. National Arboretum — “Science”



Important information:

e All statements and info —
Reviewed by Crop Science Society
of America turf scientists

 Donors and others can host visitors,
events, suggest workshops

e Budget is $400,000 over 4 years

 Explores economic, environmental, recreational,
aesthetic benefits of turfgrass



14 Exhibit elements

Demonstrate various turfgrass uses and

maintenance information

Golf hole with pond

Sports fields

(Bermuda and artificial)

Warm- and cool-season
lawn grass display

CONCEPT PLAN A
GRASS ROOTS GOLF EXHIBIT

NATIONAL ARBORETUM
WASHINGTON, ..
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Exhibit elements

USDA Turfgrass variety research- Danthonia spicata

Grass uses for stormwater management — green roof and
rain garden

Fertilizer demonstration
Irrigation technologies
Equipment display

Agricultural grasses- corn, wheat, etc.

CONCEPT PLAN A

CRASS ROOTS GOLF EXHIBIT

NATIONAL ARBORETUM
WASHINGTON, ..

History of the lawn




Exhibit Signage

 Banner signs

BANNERS ALoNg paTh-
ILLUSTRATE  HHSTORY oF HUMAN
RELATIONSHHP WITH GRASSES

CROSS WALK. PRoM
PARMING LoT

* QR codes on banners
e Cell phone tour




Exhibit Update:

e $225,000 cash donated
plus product/services thus far

Grass Roots Coordinator hired:
Geoff Rinehart

Final Design is complete
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Stormwater md‘ andscape Design

Opening in Summer 2014??
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Grass Koots is grateful for both financial and in-lkkind support.
As of Movember 1, 2013, the following sponsers have pledged or

given support:
Agrium
Advanced
Technologies’ @

OREGON
SEED DU?DOORFI:‘IE?[TTE?_EQUIPMEHT
COUNCIL
%,Dow AgroSciences B ECT—
EverGreen

T H A N KS TO Fertilizer Institute

ServiceMASTER

GCSA Aﬁﬁ TRUGREEN"
o\ o1 LY 4 Irrigation SportsTurf

Tapatarts ot Vimat, Partraes o = Car

OUR

 MARYLAND (Tunrsnnss

L 5 8 @ ¢ AT 08 M G1EXA5'5~




l.‘\:::::J.l'.:|||_i {HEE rl'-"r-".l'_r___._.__.-:_.-
EGYPT
FARMS

L - "._:_
= =
/4 INC. = .. ' : =
= =
s .
- 5
s '\.":"k
THE STANDARD BY WHICH . -
ALL OTHERS ARE MEASURED TIrri

@ CAROLINA GREEN
ATHLETIC FIELD CONSTRUCTION

&
A EQUIPMENT

AND SUPPLY COMPANY

GOLF CONSTRUCTION COMPANY






Will be Latitude 36
bermuda

@ CAROLINA GREEN
ATHLETIC FIELD CONSTRUCTION

Artificial










F_r
AN

EQUIPMENT

AND SUPPLY COMPANY

Al

e N e

¥

L u—'rﬁ_:g; Y
Ny e Oy

"\_‘6 Irion

ASSUEIATIDN

‘.‘.‘l.'h\'

‘.‘\ S



SOCIAL MEDIA
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Organization

Grass Roots is a four year Initiative that will explore turfgrass and the turfgrass industry unlike any program
in history. The host of Grass Roots is the LLS. National Arboretum, a USDA-ARS research and education
facility in Washington, DC.

About Phatos

Photo / Video  {} Offer, Event + Grass Routs Taitatve

ou been up

The small grains (barley, oats, winter wheat, and cereal rye)

were planted almost two weeks, sprouted earlier this week and
Grass Roots Initiative link. looking good and growing! While mimicking commercial scale
Nova 1k fields on a “miniature scale”, the "Waves of Grain” d... See More

We appreciated the opportunity to present information about the
Grass Roots Initiative to the American Society of Agronomy C-5
Turfgrass Science Annual Busi Meeting in Tampa, FL
yesterday. Geoff Rinehart, Grass Roots Program

Coordinator.
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Grass Roots
Initiative

The small grains
(barley, oats, winter
wheat, and cereal rye)
were plant...
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&) Iulian Constantin Popovidi likes this.

ite ment...

www.facebook.com/NTFGrassRootslnitiative
Twitter @Grass_Roots NTF
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